ULTIMATE WINE CHALLENGE 2011
May 2–6, 2011
ASTOR CENTER, NEW YORK CITY
A note on Ultimate Wine Challenge scoring results:
All wines were evaluated by a select group of judges under ideal tasting conditions, at the proper service
temperature, in manageable flights of no more than eight wines; and in high-quality glassware specific for wine
type and varietal. Wines were poured into numbered glasses in a separate room, served blind in small flights
based upon wine type, origin, varietal and price, and evaluated and scored by panels of judges who used a
unique variation of the 100-point scale. Those wines which scored 90 plus on the first two days of tasting were
then re-evaluated on the third day in an additional round of flights, with the top scorers awarded the coveted
Chairman's Trophy.
Final scores of every entry were rounded off when the aggregate score included decimals. For instance, an
aggregate score of 94.675 became 95 and so on. Therefore, in categories where there were many entries there
may be several entries with the same final score.
For 2011, there are seventeen Chairman’s Trophies awarded, representing the best of the best; Finalists in
each section are also identified. You may access tasting notes for each Chairman’s Trophy winner and
Finalist by clicking on the notepad icon to the right.
This year we’ve also identified those products that represent Great Value, indicated by the dollar icon, based

WHITE WINES
Chardonnay - World
Award

Score

Product

Accolade

Chairman's
Trophy

94

Glen Carlou Chardonnay Paarl 2009
(South Africa), $11.00, 750 ml

Excellent,
Highly
Recommended

Finalist

91

Rodney Strong Chalk Hill Estate
Vineyards Chardonnay Chalk Hill 2009
(United States), $20.00, 750 ml

Excellent,
Highly
Recommended

Finalist

90

Wakefield Estate Chardonnay Clare
Valley 2009 (Australia), $16.99, 750 ml

Excellent,
Highly
Recommended

90

Clos du Bois Chardonnay North Coast
2009 (United States), $11.99, 750 ml

Excellent,
Highly
Recommended

90

Fog Head Highland Series Reserve
Chardonnay Monterey 2009 (United

Excellent,
Highly
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States), $13.99, 750 ml

Recommended

88

Big House Unchained Naked
Chardonnay California 2009 (United
States), $10.00, 3L Box

Very Good,
Strong
Recommendation

88

Blackstone Sonoma Reserve
Chardonnay Sonoma County 2007
(United States), $16.99, 750 ml

Very Good,
Strong
Recommendation

88

Chamisal Vineyards Stainless
Chardonnay San Luis Obispo 2010
(United States), $18.00, 750 ml

Very Good,
Strong
Recommendation

88

Clos du Bois Calcaire Chardonnay
Russian River Valley 2009 (United
States), $24.99, 750 ml

Very Good,
Strong
Recommendation

88

Clos du Val Reserve Chardonnay
Carneros, Napa 2008 (United States),
$45.00, 750 ml

Very Good,
Strong
Recommendation

88

Davis Bynum Chardonnay Russian River
Valley 2008 (United States), $25.00, 750
ml

Very Good,
Strong
Recommendation
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88

Scheid Vineyards Estate Chardonnay
Monterey 2008 (United States), $22.00,
750 ml

Very Good,
Strong
Recommendation

87

Bouchaine Estate Chardonnay Carneros,
Napa 2009 (United States), $28.00, 750
ml

Very Good,
Strong
Recommendation

87

Charles Krug-Peter Mondavi Family
Chardonnay Napa Valley 2009 (United
States), $20.00, 750 ml

Very Good,
Strong
Recommendation

87

Clos du Val Chardonnay Carneros, Napa
2009 (United States), $25.00, 750 ml

Very Good,
Strong
Recommendation

87

Hess Collection Chardonnay Napa
Valley 2009 (United States), $22.00, 750
ml

Very Good,
Strong
Recommendation

87

McWilliam's Hanwood Estate
Chardonnay South Eastern Australia
2009 (Australia), $12.00, 750 ml

Very Good,
Strong
Recommendation

87

Rex Goliath Chardonnay California NV

Very Good,
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(United States), $7.49, 750 ml

Strong
Recommendation

87

Simi Chardonnay Sonoma County 2009
(United States), $17.99, 750 ml

Very Good,
Strong
Recommendation

87

Toasted Head Chardonnay California
2009 (United States), $12.99, 750 ml

Very Good,
Strong
Recommendation

87

Woodbridge Chardonnay California 2010
(United States), $7.99, 750 ml

Very Good,
Strong
Recommendation

86

Dragon's Hollow Unoaked Chardonnay
Helan Mountains Region in Ningxia
Province 2008 (China), $9.99, 750 ml

Very Good,
Strong
Recommendation

86

Estancia Pinnacles Ranches
Chardonnay Monterey County 2009
(United States), $11.99, 750 ml

Very Good,
Strong
Recommendation

86

Gnarly Head Chardonnay California
2010 (United States), $10.99, 750 ml

Very Good,
Strong
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Recommendation
86

Jordan Chardonnay Russian River
Valley 2009 (United States), $29.00, 750
ml

Very Good,
Strong
Recommendation

86

Mercer Estates Chardonnay Columbia
Valley 2009 (United States), $14.99, 750
ml

Very Good,
Strong
Recommendation

86

Robert Mondavi Winery Private Selection
Chardonnay California 2009 (United
States), $10.99, 750 ml

Very Good,
Strong
Recommendation

86

Sanford Chardonnay Santa Barbara
County 2009 (United States), $25.00,
750 ml

Very Good,
Strong
Recommendation

86

Santa Carolina Reserva, Casablanca
Chardonnay Chile 2010 (Chile), $12.99,
750 ml

Very Good,
Strong
Recommendation

86

Simply Naked Unoaked Chardonnay
California 2010 (United States), $9.99,
750 ml

Very Good,
Strong
Recommendation
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86

The Naked Grape Chardonnay California
NV (United States), $7.99, 750 ml

Very Good,
Strong
Recommendation

85

Robert Oatley Chardonnay Australia
2008 (Australia), $14.99, 750 ml

Very Good,
Strong
Recommendation

85

Rodney Strong Sonoma County
Chardonnay Sonoma County 2009
(United States), $13.50, 750 ml

Very Good,
Strong
Recommendation

84

Barefoot Chardonnay California NV
(United States), $6.99, 750 ml

Good,
Recommended

84

Black Box Chardonnay Monterey County
2010 (United States), $24.99, 3L Box

Good,
Recommended

84

Deep Sea Bien Nacido Vineyard
Chardonnay Santa Maria Valley 2008
(United States), $32.00, 750 ml

Good,
Recommended

84

Fish Eye Winery Chardonnay South
Eastern Australia 2010 (Australia),
$7.00, 750 ml

Good,
Recommended
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84

Turning Leaf Vineyards Chardonnay
California 2009 (United States), $8.00,
750 ml

Good,
Recommended

84

Wakefield Promised Land Unwooded
Chardonnay South Australia 2009
(Australia), $11.99, 750 ml

Good,
Recommended

83

Chateau Meroux Chardonnay Napa
Valley 2009 (United States), $14.99, 750
ml

Good,
Recommended

83

Gallo Family Vineyards Chardonnay
California NV (United States), $5.99, 750
ml

Good,
Recommended

83

Redwood Creek Chardonnay California
2009 (United States), $8.00, 750 ml

Good,
Recommended

82

Deep Sea Chardonnay Central Coast
2008 (United States), $24.00, 750 ml

Good,
Recommended

82

Sherwood House Vineyards Chardonnay
North Fork of Long Island 2008 (United
States), $30.00, 750 ml

Good,
Recommended
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81

Black Stallion Winery Chardonnay Napa
Valley 2009 (United States), $16.99, 750
ml

Good,
Recommended

80

Natura Organic Chardonnay Casablanca
Valley 2010 (Chile), $11.00, 750 ml

Good,
Recommended

WHITE WINES
Riesling - World
Award

Score

Product

Accolade
Excellent,
Highly
Recommended
Excellent,
Highly
Recommended

Chairman's
Trophy

93

Wagner Vineyards Semi Dry Estate
Grown/Estate Bottled Riesling Finger
Lakes 2008 (United States), $12.99, 750
ml

Finalist

92

The Hogue Cellars Genesis Riesling
Columbia Valley 2009 (United States),
$15.99, 750 ml
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Finalist

Finalist

91

Fox Run Vineyards Riesling Finger Lakes
2009 (United States), $13.99, 750 ml

Excellent,
Highly
Recommended

91

Wagner Vineyards Select Estate
Grown/Estate Bottled Riesling Finger
Lakes 2009 (United States), $12.99, 750
ml

Excellent,
Highly
Recommended

89

The Hogue Cellars Riesling Columbia
Valley 2009 (United States), $10.99, 750
ml

Very Good,
Strong
Recommendation

88

Bota Box Riesling California 2009 (United
States), $18.99, 3L Box

Very Good,
Strong
Recommendation

88

Chateau Ste. Michelle Eroica Riesling
Columbia Valley 2009 (United States),
$22.00, 750 ml

Very Good,
Strong
Recommendation

88

R. Muller Riesling Germany 2009
(Germany), $24.00, 3L Box

Very Good,
Strong
Recommendation
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each section are also identified. You may access tasting notes for each Chairman’s Trophy winner and
Finalist by clicking on the notepad icon to the right.
This year we’ve also identified those products that represent Great Value, indicated by the dollar icon, based
87

August Kessler Winery Pradikatswein
Kabinett Riesling Assmannshausen 2009
(Germany), $17.99, 750 ml

Very Good,
Strong
Recommendation

87

Barefoot Riesling California NV (United
States), $6.99, 750 ml

Very Good,
Strong
Recommendation

87

Frisk Prickly Riesling Victoria 2010
(Australia), $11.00, 750 ml

Very Good,
Strong
Recommendation

87

Mercer Estates Riesling Yakima Valley
2009 (United States), $13.99, 750 ml

Very Good,
Strong
Recommendation

86

Fox Run Vineyards Dry Riesling Finger
Lakes 2009 (United States), $15.99, 750
ml

Very Good,
Strong
Recommendation

86

Wakefield Estate Riesling Clare Valley
2010 (Australia), $16.99, 750 ml

Very Good,
Strong
Recommendation

85

Wagner Vineyards Dry Riesling Finger

Very Good,
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Lakes 2009 (United States), $12.99, 750
ml

Strong
Recommendation

85

Wagner Vineyards Dry Estate
Grown/Estate Bottled Riesling Finger
Lakes 2008 (United States), $12.99, 750
ml

Very Good,
Strong
Recommendation

84

Greendance Pennsylvania Riesling
American 2009 (United States), $16.00,
750 ml

Good,
Recommended

84

Loredona Riesling Monterey 2010 (United
States), $8.99, 750 ml

Good,
Recommended

82

Dragon's Hollow Riesling Helan
Mountains Region in Ningxia Province
2008 (China), $9.99, 750 ml

Good,
Recommended

82

Wagner Vineyards Semi Dry Estate
Grown/Estate Bottled Riesling Finger
Lakes 2009 (United States), $12.99, 750
ml

Good,
Recommended

